
End-to-End 
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Rivenhall and Silver End 
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Holidays! 

A family on a beach dreaming of far away places 



Our Services this Month 

September 2018 

2nd  Sept. 2018  14th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  All Age Worship 
 

9th Sept. 2018   15th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

16th Sept. 2018  16th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Matins 
 

23rd  Sept. 2018  17th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 

 

30th Sept. 2018  18th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St Francis  Joint Service of Holy Communion 
 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke    01376 514825 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 

Organist Emmelia Van der Walt   07940 512407 
 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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Holidays by Clare  

August is still probably the most popular time for holidays in 

this country, as schools take their summer break. I wonder, 

what was your most favourite holiday? Most of us are 

fortunate enough to have some sort of a holiday even if it’s a 

staycation (the modern word for stay at home) Many of my 

older friends are happy to stay at home in familiar 

surroundings but love to reminisce. 

Holidays have gradually evolved and in the Middle ages the 

only holidays were for wealthy people who went on 

Pilgrimages. In the 14th century Chaucer wrote The Canterbury 

Tales, an account about a group of Pilgrims on their way to 

Canterbury. There were no holidays in the modern sense but 

everyone was allowed to rest on Holy Days (from which we 

get our word holiday) A Holy Day is a day set apart to focus 

on God. There are Holy Days mentioned in the Bible and over 

the centuries the Christian churches have recognised these by 

tradition The Bible mentions at least eight Holy Days, and the 

most common that we recognise now are Christmas and 

Easter Others include Lent, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday, Pentecost and Advent. 

In Tudor England, the whole 12 days of Christmas were 

celebrated and by the 16th and 17th century wealthy young 

people travelled abroad to finish their education. Gradually 

people visited places such as Bath and Tonbridge Wells, to 

bathe in the spas or drink the spa water, which was said to be 

good for health . 

In the 1840s the spread of railways made travel cheaper and 

easier and steam ships sailed across the English Channel, 

making it possible for people to take holidays abroad. For 

example the Rev. B D Hawkins of Rivenhall Church in 1840 

returned from holiday in France having spent most of his 

inheritance buying the famous stained glass in the East 

Window at St Mary’s Church. 

By the end of the 18th century seaside resorts such as 

Brighton, Worthing, Margate, and Eastbourne were thriving. 

Many people took working holidays and went hop picking to 

earn extra money or perhaps had a day out instead  In 1871 
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the Bank Holiday Act gave workers a few paid days holidays 

each year By then most working people had Sunday off. My 

grandfather was a game keeper and one day, his employer 

met him in the woods and asked him “do you go to church?” 

My grandfather answered “no, I always work on Sundays”. 

From then on my grandfather was given Sunday off to attend 

church. Exodus chapter 20 reminds us of God’s words 

“Remember to keep the Sabbath Day holy You have six days 

to Labour and do all your work but the seventh day is the 

Sabbath of the Lord your God that day you must not do any 

work” When I was nursing I rarely had Sunday off but 

somehow it was quite nice to have a day of in the week 

instead and there is always a church open somewhere during 

the week.  

When I was a child during the 1950’s, my father worked 

seven days a week but had two weeks paid holiday each year. 

My parents so looked forward to those two weeks off and we 

always had seaside holidays. As I grew up we would get up 

very early in the morning and travel to the Lake District 

where my father would cook bacon on his small primus stove 

(they were the best  bacon sandwiches I have ever tasted) It 

was usually raining! 

My first holiday without my family was when I was 17 years 

old. I went to Majorca with a school friend, what fun we had! I 

asked our son which of his holidays was his favourite. Most of 

all David now a father of two enjoyed a holiday to Hawaii with 

his wife to be. As a teenager It was a holiday we had in 

France when he was 16 years old, we took a friend of his. 

What a responsibility two 16 year old boys on holiday!! 

In 2002 Peter and I walked half of the Thames path, from 

Abingdon to London the remainder we walked a few years 

later. We booked our overnight stops beforehand and all we 

took with us was a back pack with clean clothes, waterproofs 

and a change of shoes We walked about 15 miles a day , 

stopping for lunch on the way I was always pleased when our 

overnight accommodation had a bath to ease my aching 

limbs! It was the beginning of July and the weather was kind 

to us. Walking meant we were able to take in our 
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surroundings stopping at places of interest and chatting to 

people on the way .This was one of our cheapest holidays and 

one of the best. 

If you have had a holiday which is your favourite , it would be 

lovely  to hear from you It doesn’t have to be via E mail just 

write or type up your memories and we will print them. 

Soon the children will be heading back to school and I hope 

that you have all had lovely summer break building happy 

memories along the way. 

*************************** 

The 50/50 Club July 2018 winners   

1st Mrs Dawkin, 2nd Mr Hagen,  3rd Tina Barrands 
*************************** 

From the Registers July/August 2018 

Christenings 

19/8/18 Maizie Ellen Bunn 

26/8/18 Lacey Louise Harrison 

************************************* 

Collects and Readings September 2018 

2nd Sept 14th  Sunday after Trinity 

All Age Worship 

Readings 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

James 1:17-27 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Collect 

Merciful God, 

your Son came to save us 

and bore our sins on the cross: 

may we trust in your mercy 

and know your love, 

rejoicing in the righteousness 

that is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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9th  Sept 15th  Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion  

Readings 

Isaiah 35:4-7a 

James 2:1-10, [11-13], 14-17 

Mark 7:24-37 

Collect 

Lord God, 

defend your Church from all false teaching 

and give to your people knowledge of your truth, 

that we may enjoy eternal life 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

16th Sep 16th Sunday after Trinity 

Matins  

Readings 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

James 3:1-12 

Mark 8:27-38 

Collect 

Lord of creation, 

whose glory is around and within us: 

open our eyes to your wonders, 

that we may serve you with reverence 

and know your peace at our lives’ end, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

23rd Sept 17th Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Wis 1:16 -2.1, 12-22 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

Mark 9:30-37 

Collect 
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Gracious God, 

you call us to fullness of life: 

deliver us from unbelief 

and banish our anxieties 

with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

30th Sept 18th Sunday after Trinity 

Eucharist Joint Service at St Francis 

Readings 

Numbers 11:4-6,10-16,24-29 

James 5:13-20 

Mark 9:38-50 

Collect 

God, our judge and saviour, 

teach us to be open to your truth 

and to trust in your love, 

that we may live each day 

with confidence in the salvation which is given 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Ann and Dennis wish to thank family and friends who 

visited their rose Garden. 

£88.27 was raised for St Francis Church. 

I was lucky enough to be invited to Ann and Dennis to pick up their 
fantastic donations. 

What a treat their garden is, Roses were amazing and so many other 

pretty and unusual plants. I was quickly offered cuttings!  You are an 

inspiration, certainly to me!  We look forward to next year eagerly.  
Thank you. Ann Clarke 

CRISP PACKET RECYCLING 

It was recently high lighted that Walkers Crisps (other Brands are 
available) do not produce recyclable crisp packaging. Please could 

people write to Customer Care Walkers Snack Foods Ltd PO Box 

23, Leicester LE4 8ZU or phone 0800 274777 to ask walkers 
increase their research towards providing Recyclable Packaging as 8 
of of 10 people who buy crisps buy walkers. 
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RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF MEETING HELD 7th AUGUST 2018 

AT RIVENHALL VILLAGE HALL. 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Anderson, Knubley, 

Prime, Clark and Turner. 

Also present: Parish Clerk and 2 members of the public. 

Public Forum 

The following matter was brought to Member’s attention: 

 30mph repeater signs required along Oak Road – the Clerk 

will send a request to ECC Highways. 

Matters for discussion 

Damage to glass bus shelter 

The council’s insurers have agreed the claim and given the go-
ahead for the repairs to be undertaken. Toughened glass has been 
ordered. 

Repair of damaged village sign 

Repairs are currently on-going and should be completed before the 
end of August 2018. 

Highway & PRoW matters 

There will be a full overnight closure of Colemans Bridge for 

maintenance works in late August. 

Outstanding work re the bollards at the Oak Road/Henry Dixon 

Road junction, and also the give way sign at the Oak Road/
Rickstones junction have again been reported to ECC. 

The Chairman has asked ECC about the legal aspects of persistently 
blocked PRoW. 

Streetlight No. 5 along Rickstones Road is still out and will be again 
reported to ECC Highways. 

General maintenance 

Maintenance of flower tubs 

It was agreed to leave the 2 tubs at the end of St. Mary’s Road in 
situ. The Clerk will write to local residents asking for any volunteers 

to water the planting in future. 

Village Green posts 

The repainting quotation is still awaited. 
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Work to trees just beyond the recycling site 

It was agreed to request the maintenance contractor to crown lift 
these trees plus some on the Village Green in the Autumn. 

There is still a blocked drain at the recycling site, which has been 
reported to ECC. 

Planning Applications 

Application not notified by BDC (but on the website) at the time of 

this meeting relating to a rear extension at 362 Rickstones Road. 

Members raised no objections to this application. 

Planning Results 

18/00580/FUL: Nursery building – rear of Rivenhall Village Hall. 

Application granted by BDC. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 & A120 Projects 

A12 – The announcement of the preferred route has now been 
officially delayed due to issues regarding the West Tey Garden 

Community/New Town. 

BDC Local Plan 

The leader of BDC has made a delegated decision to continue with the 

Garden Communities proposals (Option 2) despite criticism from the 
Planning Inspector. 

Waste Site 

Any decisions relating to the latest planning applications have been 
delayed until at least the end of September. 

BDLHP 

The next BDLHP meeting is scheduled for 13th September 2018. 

Correspondence received since the date of the agenda 

On 23rd July the BDC Full Council meeting considered and approved 
the final recommendations of the Community Governance Review. 
The amendments to the Witham/Rivenhall boundaries are subject to 

the consent of the Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England. 

Reports from PC Representatives 

The next Passenger Transport meetings will be in October. 

Information exchange and items for the September agenda 
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There was a request to inspect for litter in Tarecroft Wood. 

Public feedback 

A question was raised concerning progress towards the provision of 
a new public footpath from the Church along to Park Road. The 
Chairman indicated that this had been considered several times by 

ECC over a period of about 10 years but that the most recent 
approach to the local landowner did not receive a reply. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 4th September at Henry Dixon Hall and 2nd October at 
Rivenhall Village Hall, both commencing at 8pm. 
 

Suffolk Rusks 

A type of scone, baked twice to produce a crisp 

finish! 

These are very easy and delicious! 
 

 8 oz self raising flour 

 3 oz butter 

 Pinch salt 

 1 egg beaten 

 A little milk or water 
 

Set oven to 230, gas 8. 

Sift the flour and salt together in a bvowl, then rub in the 

butter until the mixture resembles breadcrumbs.  Stir in the 

beaten egg and sufficient milk or water to make a soft dough. 

Roll out on a floured board to about 1 inch thick then cut into 

rounds about two and a half inches across, you can do them 

smaller and get more! 

Place on a greased baking sheet and and cook for ten 

minutes. 

Remove from oven and split buns in half.  Reduce oven 

temperature to 190, gas 5. 

Return the rusks to the baking sheet, cut side upwards and 
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cook for a further 10 minutes until crisp and golden brown.  

Cool on a wire rack. 

Delicious with butter and jam at teatime, or as a savoury 

snack with cheese, or pate. 

They store well in an airtight tin or similar. 
 

Sky Notes September 2018 

Mars remains bright throughout September, though low down 

in the sky. On the 19th at 9pm the gibbous waxing Moon will 

be just above and to the right of Mars and both will be almost 

due South. 

Jupiter and Venus may be seen early in the month but they are 

now both low in evening twilight in the West and become more 

difficult to see as the month progresses. The young Moon, 

20% illuminated, will be near Jupiter on the evening of the 

13th.  

Saturn is now an evening object in the South West and by the 

end of the month is setting soon after 10 pm. 

The Moon is Full on the night of the 24th/25th and so once 

again the darkest skies will be mid-month with the Moon at 

New on the 9th. Around midnight, looking South and about 2/3 

the way up the sky to the zenith (overhead) the Square of 

Pegasus will be visible under clear skies. The Square is a 

standard test of how good the night sky is locally, evaluated by 

counting how many stars you can see within it. From Essex 

away from street-lit areas about half a dozen stars can be seen 

(not counting the 4 stars in the Square itself). From remote 

dark locations it is possible to see over 30 with good eyesight. 

The 4 stars that make up the Square vary from between just 

under 100 light years away to over 300 but all happen to be, 

from our perspective, roughly the same apparent brightness 

which makes the Square so noticeable. 

Patterns of stars in the sky have been identified by observers 

for many thousands of years with characters, objects and 

animals being assigned to them in named constellations, 

though these have changed over the centuries and also in 
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ancient times varied across the world. The 48 classical western 

constellations are Greek and famously in the 2nd century AD 

were described in Ptolemy's Almagest, though their origin 

predates this work by several centuries.  

Currently there are 88 official constellations accepted globally. 

However, consistent with their ancient origins, only a minority 

of modern constellations actually look anything like what they 

are supposed to depict - a good demonstration of the power of 

human imagination ! 

Comet 21P/Giacobini-Zinner orbits the Sun with a period of 6.6 

years and reaches its closest point to the Earth on the night of 

10th/11th September. It should be visible in binoculars 

throughout the month, showing a tail, and the best opportunity 

to see it will be early in September when it will be located in 

the North East just below the bright star Capella. The best 

time to look will be from midnight onwards once the comet has 

reached a decent height above the horizon. Later in September 

it will still be fairly bright but by then can only be seen in the 

small hours well after midnight.  

The Autumn Equinox arrives on September 23rd when hours of 

daylight and night are roughly equal across the world. As we 

remain on BST, Sun set is still as late as 6.40pm even at the 

end of the month, though the lower height of the Sun in the 

sky compared to in summer is by then very noticeable. The 

changing aspect of the Sun through the year is simply the 

result of the tilt of the Earth’s rotational axis -  which is 

relatively stable, varying on a cycle between 22.1 and 24.5 

degrees from vertical (vertical in this case being a right angle 

to the plane of our orbit around the Sun). The modest amount 

of tilt the Earth has gives us in mid-latitudes acceptable 

seasonal variations. But if the tilt was much greater, seasonal 

changes would become extreme. If the Earth had little or no 

tilt we would not experience seasonal changes and the hours 

of daylight would remain constant throughout the year.  

Sky Watcher 
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Bryon Coomer 

21 November 1924 – August 14 2018 

Bryon  lived in Rivenhall End  

for a number of years before 

moving with his wife Pamela 

to Tiptree to be closer to Sally 

one of his three daughters 

and her family Following 

Pamela’s death, Bryon moved 

to somewhere smaller in 

Tiptree but continued contact 

with friends in Rivenhall and 

becoming a member of St 

Mary’s church congregation.  

Bryon became great friends 

with our organist and choir 

master Keith Coleman. They 

had both been head masters, 

Bryon teaching older children, 

and Keith primary school children. They both shared a love of 

music and attended concerts together on a regular basis. 

Bryon became a keen member of St Mary’s church choir and 

a member of the hymn choosing group. He was also, a 

member of the PCC, Deanery Synod and was very keen in 

helping with fund raising events, the last one being in April 

when he arranged a successful concert with the Braintree 

male voice choir. He called it his “Swan Song” 

He seldom missed a church service on Sunday and often took 

part in the service, reading a Bible lesson, and leading our 

prayers, when he always finished with an appropriate piece of 

music. He led the carol singing at the Christmas “Get 

Together” and often at the Oaks Golf Club always slipping in 

a poem or anecdote! 

Bryon was always busy and apart from his contribution to the 

church, he became an adviser for Age UK, visiting those in 
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need of advice and organising the weekly coffee morning and 

coach trips for Age Concern in Witham. Apart from that he 

ran successful Tea Dances in Tiptree.  

One of three children, Bryon never lost his Yorkshire accent. 

He kept in touch with his sister and younger brother in 

Yorkshire visiting them from time to time, his brother died 

quite recently. He was very proud of his three daughters 

Sally, Wendy and Molly and on most Sunday afternoons 

would  visit Wendy or Sally and their family, including seven 

grandchildren and great grandchildren Molly who lived 

further away visited frequently and became a familiar face at 

morning services.  

Gradually Bryon’s mobility became more difficult and after 

giving up driving, he would take a bus into Witham or 

Colchester that latterly became more difficult  for him but he 

was not defeated He never complained and always had a 

smile and a good sense of humour and inspite of injuries 

from a fall he attended the Church service on the Sunday 

before he died. 

I will miss his cheery voice, smiling face and his 

encouragement,  as will many others. I am sure that not 

only will he be united with his wife and brother but also 

Keith, Bill, Rita and Dennis and Dot  As someone said to me 

“they will be leading the Heavenly choir!” 

End to End Nature Care. 

The summer is now coming to an end. The evenings are 

drawing in and our very last summer evening meeting of the 

year is on Wednesday 5th September, meeting at 7pm at the 

Western Arms from where we will venture off to explore the 

crepuscular wildlife sights and sounds of the Silver End pits 

area. Afterwards we will adjourn back to the Western Arms 

for a season-ending drink. 

And what a summer it has been! From a cold, wet beginning 

which meant many nature milestones like the flowering of 

cowslips and bluebells tended to get bunched up together, 

the year progressed into one of the hottest summers we 
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have had in many a year. June was the third warmest and 

July the second warmest in Met Office records (since 1910) 

while at the time of writing the mean average temperature in 

August is 1.4°C above the long-term monthly mean for 

August, so all together the mean temperature for the three 

months may beat the current record, held by 2006 with a 

mean of 15.78°C (yes, not 1976, although 2006 only trumps 

it by 0.01°C and 1976 wins out when it comes to mean 

maximum temperature with a mean of 21.0°C, although 

2018 may yet challenge that). 

Those gardeners among us will have struggled with the hot, 

dry conditions at times and many lawns have spent several 

weeks the colour of straw. It is interesting to see how lush 

some wild plants remain, especially those with deep tap 

roots, and those who are less strict with weeds in the lawn 

will have seen green rosettes of dandelion, ragwort and the 

like amongst the dry grass. Summer is very much the peak 

season for insects and most of them seem to thrive in the 

heat, flies especially. There are grave concerns though 

regarding the density of insect populations these days and 

even when swatting flies, gnats and mosquitos away on a 

balmy summer evening one has to concede that the number 

of insects generally seems to be falling quite drastically. The 

example most commonly cited is the lack of the “moth 

blizzards” familiar to many from driving late on a summer 

night 20 or more years ago. Hopefully this is just a 

temporary trend and natural cycles and regulation of 

pesticides will see it revert. Some may think it a good thing if 

it reduces the nuisance from flies and wasps but insects are 

a massive integral part of the overall ecosphere which we 

also inhabit and they play so many significant roles in the 

natural environment, pollination being one of the most 

important to humans. 

We have some concern for the glowworms (which are beetles 

and hence insects of course) which we monitor in Cressing 

each year; this summer has seen a big crash in the numbers 

we have recorded. There seem to be two possible likely 

reasons. One is the very hot summer, with the hottest, driest 

period corresponding with the glowworm mating season, the 



14 

other is the installation of bright LED lighting at Cressing 

railway station. Hopefully it is the former as the population 

will surely bounce back from that but if it is the latter then 

we may have to get used to seeing fewer and fewer of these 

fascinating and amazing insects as the popularity of cheap, 

bright LED lighting increases. The reflections of the light from 

stones, glass, plastic or damp vegetation, can look 

superficially similar to a glowing female glowworm, certainly 

enough to confuse a human trying to count them and 

perhaps also a male glowworm trying to find a mate. 

The schedule of winter evening meetings will start on 

Wednesday 17th October, though the actual activities have 

yet to be finalised. Full details will be published next month 

and will be posted when ready on our website 

www.e2e.silverend.org. Alternatively ring Simon on 01621 

810141 or 07947 388180. 

Forthcoming Church Events: 

 

7thOctober Harvest Festival Services 

9.30 a.m. St Francis & 11.00 a.m. St Mary's 

Pet Service 

3.00 p.m. St Francis Silver End 

8th October Harvest Supper 

7.30 p.m. Henry Dixon Hall  

All are Welcome 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org


15 

Scottish Country Dancing 
Rivenhall Village Hall 

Commencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 
9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 
Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 
Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 
Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 
Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 
Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 
Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 
Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 
Rivenhall Village Hall 
Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 
Rivenhall Village Hall 
2nd &4th Monday of the Month 
1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 
visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 
call Gerry Gunton 01621 819682 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 
village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall,  

Entry £1 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 
3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 
Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  
or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 
GCSFD.CO UK 
ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.CO UK 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 

 

Call the PC Doctor 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 
kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 

07889 110962  

Answer phone at other times 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 
3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Surgery Opening hours 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 YEARS  

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS  

CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS  

Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 
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WW1-ALEXANDER (SANDY) ALLAN   

[father of the late Willie Allan] 

Born in Glasgow in 1893 to John and Isabella Allan, Sandy Allan 
was the oldest of three boys, and  by 1910 was apprentice in 

Yarrow shipyard on the Clyde.  He joined the local Territorial force 
as did his brother Henry, and went to camp with the 5th Battalion 

Cameronian Rifles in 1913.  The regiment's nickname was "The 
poisoned dwarfs", a source of some family amusement as Sandy 

was 6ft tall. 

When war was declared the Cameronians were mobilised and sent 
off to France, landing at le Havre on 5 November 1914, thus just 
missing the first Battle of Ypres. The Cameronians were assigned to 
19 Infantry Brigade, part of 6th Division, lll Corps and they were in 

trenches near Armentiѐres.  By this time Sandy Allan was a Lance 
Corporal in charge of a section. 

A description of ARMENTIÈRES in 1914-15 From the History 
of the Sixth Division : 

There was practically no artillery ammunition with which to worry 

Active fighting now died away on 
this front, but its place was 

taken by constant shelling and 
the deadly sniping which claimed 

so many victims at this time. 
The weather during November 

and December was truly 
appalling. All trenches were knee
-deep and more in mud and 
water, and it is on record that 

the B.G.C., 19th Infantry 

Brigade, had his boots sucked 
off by the mud and went round 
trenches without them. Parapets 

would not stand and were so 
flimsy that many men were shot through them. But the weather 
eventually improved, and material for revetment began to appear, 
and by the commencement of 1915 it was possible to move in the 

trenches in comparative safety.  
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the enemy, as the following extract from the Divisional War Diary 
shows:" In view of the fighting in progress in the north {Second 

Battle of Ypres) the Corps Commander allots an extra ten rounds of 
shrapnel per gun for 18-pounders with a view to making a 
demonstration by fire to hold the enemy in front of us."  (24th April 
1915).” 

The attrition rate for young officers was terribly high, and so all 

units looked in their ranks to identify suitable candidates for 
commissioning.  Sandy Allan was commissioned into 7 Battalion 
Royal Scots Fusiliers, who were part of 45 Brigade in the 15th 
Scottish Division. This formation was manning the trenches in the 

Hohenzollern / Hulluch area north of Lens. 

The Divisional history notes:  Undoubtedly at this period of the war 

the Hohenzollern section had by far the worst reputation of any on 

the British front in almost every respect.  The explosion of mines 
was of daily and nightly occurrence, and it was only by dogged 

perseverance and almost superhuman effort that the sappers at 
last established superiority over the enemy. The whole section was 
overlooked by the enemy, either from mine craters in his 
possession, from the Hohenzollern Redoubt itself or from Fosse 8 

behind it.  (Fosse 8 was a slag heap). 

7 Royal Scots Fusiliers were in the centre bulge of the trench line, 
known as "The Kink" which was overlooked by the enemy from both 
north and south. 2 Lt Sandy Allan's  hand drawn trench map 
detailed the complex network of trenches and their nicknames. On 

the back he wrote notes on sniper posts and the state of the 
parapets from which he could brief his platoon. Parapet plates along 
the top of the trench offered some protection from incoming fire, 

and gave soldiers the ability to poke the rifle barrel through the 

peephole and fire.  The return enemy fire, aimed at the flash of the 
gun, would therefore rebound off the plate. 

Field Marshal Haig wrote in his despatch of 19 May 1916:  The 
maintenance and repair of our defences alone entails constant 
heavy work. Bad weather and the enemy combine to flood and 

destroy trenches, dug-outs and communications; all such damage 

must be repaired promptly, under fire, and almost entirely by night. 
Artillery and snipers are practically never silent, patrols are out in 
front of the lines every night, and heavy artillery bombardments 

take place daily. Below ground there is continual mining and 
counter-mining, which, by the ever present threat of sudden 
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explosion and the uncertainty of when and where it will take place, 
causes perhaps a more constant strain than any other form of 

warfare.   

The German army was keen to remove "The Kink" and straighten 

out their front line, and on 11 May they attacked.  This had begun 
with a fierce bombardment from early morning to around 10am, plus 
trench mortar fire. At 6 pm the German infantry attacked on a 

narrow front, and penetrated the British line to a depth of 400 yds. A 
shell had hit the command post of 13 Royal Scots,  killing their 
senior officers. Thus 7 Royal Scots Fusiliers, who were their reserve 
unit, were tasked to counter attack.  Bombing parties moved up the 

trench systems, but due to heavy German machine gun fire, did not 
progress. 

The Brigade Commander personally went forward and planned a 

counter attack to go in across the open at night.  (Of note, the 
official record states 1.25 am, Sandy Allan has written in the margin 

12-35am).  The Royal Scots party duly attacked, and were able to re
-take the western end of Hussar Horn,  but were caught in cross fire 
from German machine guns and could make no further progress.  

2 Lt Sandy Allan was hit by machine gun fire in the leg while 
crossing no-man's land.  It took him 48 hours to crawl back to his 

own lines, and he apparently fought off German stretcher bearers, 
being determined not to become a POW.  He was initially treated at 
a small field dressing station, the site today of a small CWG 
cemetery on the D39 just West of Hulluch. His shattered leg was 

saved, but a bullet remained embedded in his leg and he walked 
with a limp for the remainder of his life and had to wear a special 
built up boot.  His "Blighty" wound also saved him from the Battle of 

the Somme in July 1916, which cost so many lives. 

London Gazette 4 June 1917 
R. Sc. Fus.  

 
Temp. 2nd Lt. A. Allan relinquishes his 
commission on account of ill-health 

caused by wounds, and is granted the 

hon. rank of 2nd Lt. 5 June 1917. 
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Whilst recuperating, Sandy met a FANY nurse, Muriel Maclachlan, 
and they married in her home town of Edinburgh in 1927.  Due to 

his injury, Sandy could not return to the shipyards, so he retrained 
as a dentist.  His search for work took him to Woodford, Essex, 
where he had a dental practice and here they raised three children, 
Fiona, Marjory (Jerry) and William (Willie).   

During the second world war, he was an active member of the Home 

Guard, keeping a machine gun in the family home/dental surgery, 
and covering the wall with maps .  Sandy Allan died in 1968. 

Battle of the Kink Divisional losses: 
Killed: 11 Officers + 97 Other ranks 

Wounded: 14 Officers + 297 other ranks 
Missing: 2 Officers + 72 men plus 61 men from 170th Tunnel-

ling Company, thought to have been buried during the bom-
bardment 

  

THE 2018 FAMOUS RIVENHALL RACES 

 
Now in its sixteenth glorious year, the Famous Rivenhall Races 
will be held in Rivenhall Village Hall on Saturday 27th October.  
Profits from this popular evening help fund various charitable 
activities throughout the village including the senior citizens 
gifts, Santa’s Musical Sleigh, carol singing round the tree on the 
green with the Chelmsford Silver band followed by the  
TOTALLY FREE Christmas get-together in the village hall. 
  
Tickets are again £9.00 and can be purchased from Bob Turner, 
Jack Prime and Lilian Pearce (Rivenhall Millennium Committee). 
  
Free fish & chip / chicken & chip / sausage & chip supper includ-
ed.  Raffle.  Bring your own drinks and glasses. 
  
Doors open at 7:30 pm and the races start at 8:00 pm prompt. 
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Turning the pages of History 
Research by Tracy Scott 

 

The Rivenhall Review of September 1965 reports the Rivenhall 
Gardening Club’s  3rd show that took place the month before.  Mr. 
John Youngs came out on top with the most winnings in the 

vegetables classes with 10 firsts, 6 seconds, 4 thirds and one highly 
commended.  Mr Youngs also won the Parkhouse Cup for 

pensioners in the process.  Mr. Ron Punt took the Lloyd Cup for 
flowers and Mrs. Ivy Punt whom entered every class in the 

domestic section came away with the Homecraft cup.  These cups 
are still given out now and the Club, the longest running in the 
village is to celebrate its 55 Annual Summer Show this year on the 

8th September. 

A passing thought (from 1965): Women live longer than men, 

because they need the extra time to finish all they started to say! 

1970 we saw a safer pathway between the school and the canteen 
(Church Hall) thanks to the effects of Mr. Coleman.  The strip of 
land has now been conveyed by the Church Commissioners to the 
Essex County Council.  There are many generations of Rivenhall 

School children  who remember the walk between the school and 
hall in all weathers, with the older children holding hands with the 

younger! 

This year also saw Councillor Albert Moss, J.P. read a lesson at the 
thanksgiving service for the Rivenhall Playing Fields Associations 

achievements on Sunday afternoon 20th September, at Rivenhall 
Church. 

St. Francis reports in the 1983 issue of the End to End that the 

building work on the new extension is coming along.  Mr. Jon Ansell 
has completed his work with the walls in both the kitchen and 

toilets having been tiled and doors been hung.  After the decorating 
the central heating will be reconnected.   

As we come to  towards 11th November I am very interested in 
learning more about our men of Rivenhall and Rivenhall End whom 
lost their lives  in the First World War. I hope to do an article on 

each of the 24 men who are mentioned on the War Memorial and of 
those that came home.  If you have any information, especially 
photos that will help me I will be very thankful.  I am also putting 
together information about  what was going on in the village 

throughout this time with the hope of it  being displayed in the 
Village Hall on Remembrance Day this year.   
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If you can help me in anyway please contact me either through by 
email: familybranches@btinternet.com or 01376 571551 or address: 

Henry Dixon Hall House, Henry Dixon Road, Rivenhall End, Witham, 
CM8 3HR 

WW1 COMMEMORATION EVENT 

On the 11th November at 3 pm in Rivenhall Village Hall, there will 

be an event commemorating the 100th anniversary of the end of 
the First World War. 

Children from Rivenhall and Silver End Schools, as well as 

members of local choirs, will sing songs from that period. Letters 
from Service Men will be read and poems recited. Memorabilia will 
be on display, i.e. photos, medals etc. 

Refreshments will be provided and at the end of the 

commemoration section, a film relating to the war will be shown. 

If you have any memorabilia you would like to be displayed, please 

contact Bob on 01376 513659 or any member of the Millennium 
Committee. 

More details of the event will be published nearer the time. 

RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

A good number of visitors enjoyed a lovely display of fuchsias and 
summer flowers at the Club's Annual Summer Show on 21" July 
2018. Homemade refreshments were served and there was a raffle. 

Thank you to all who supported the event. The R.H.S. Judge was 
Mr. Ash Hofert and Club President, Mrs. Joan Cain, presented the 
following awards: 

RGC Fuchsia Cup     Rose Basket 

Fuchsia Society's Blue Rosette  LILIAN PEARCE  

Fuchsia Society's Bronze Medal 

Dr. William Foster Trophy 

Webdale Trophy     Ratcliffe Plate 

CYRIL PHILPOTT ( 5  Awards)   JENNY CLAYDON 

Fuchsia Society's Crested Spoon Junior Class A Bookmark 

BRIAN CRADWICK    EMMA HOPEGOOD 

Photographic 

1st Jenny Claydon 2nd Karen Dakin 3rd Emma Hopegood 
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Domestic Sausage Rolls 

1st Shirley Bacon 2nd Tina Jones 3rd Karen Dakin 
 

Ginger Cake 

1st Shirley Bacon 2nd Tina Jones 3rd Tracy Scott 
 

The next Club meeting will be on TUESDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER, 
7.30 pm in Rivenhall village hall. The speaker will be John Mead 

who will give a talk on Chrysanthemums. The competitions will 
be: Horticultural — 4 runner beans. Domestic — Chocolate 
Victoria Sandwich. Flower of the Month. Entrance is £1 to include 
refreshments. New members and visitors are always welcome. 

For further information contact the Club Secretary on 01376 
512781. 

USED POSTAGE STAMPS 

I wil be happy to collect and sort your used postage stamps 

and give them to OXFAM. Please leave them on envelopes if 

you wish the envelopes will also be recycled 
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Rivenhall Gardening Club 
Welcomes you to our 

 

55th Annual  
Summer Show 

Saturday 8th September 
2.15pm 

held at Rivenhall Village Hall.   
 

On show will be a variety of  

Vegetables, Flowers, Domestic, 
 Crafts and Arts. 

 

Home made teas                   Raffle 

Entrance Free 

Saturday 8th September, 2018 

Sponsored Ride & Stride Cycle to as many Churches as 

possible and raise money for Our Churches and Friends 

of Essex Churches who made a significant donation to St 

Francis Raise the Roof Fund 

More Details From Martin Andrews 07432 708220 
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Friendly Bridge Tournament 

MONDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER 2018 

Henry Dixon Hall  

RIVENHALL END 
 

10.30am for coffee and biscuits for 11.00am PROMPT START 

Break for 2 Course Lunch with Wine 

 Entry £ 18 per person 

For Tickets please telephone :  

Ann or John on: 

01376 515400 or 07775 722622 

In Aid of St Mary’s and St Francis Church Funds 

Quiz Evening 

Friday 14th Sept - 7.30 p.m 

Henry Dixon Hall - Rivenhall End 

TICKETS £10 each inc. Fish and Chip Supper  
(Veg / Vegan Catered for) 

QUIZ MASTER JACKIE ALLAN 

Teams of up to 8 players 

Team captains to get tickets from:- 

Ann Riddleston:-            Tel 01376 515400 

Bring your own nibbles drinks and glasses 

Book early to avoid disappointment    
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 
Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  
Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 
Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 
Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 
Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 
Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  
Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Scott 571551 
Mobile Library Mon Sept 17 Beech Road 9.20 to 9.50. a.m. 

Oak Store Rivenhall “Open All Hour” Tel AJ 01376 619395 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 
Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 
Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 
Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 
Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 
Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 
Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 
Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 
Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 
Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 
Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 
Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 
Women’s Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 
Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 
Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  
Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



We have seen much Wild life 

on our Manor (Henry Dixon 

Rd) recently first there is the 

Squirrel who comes for our 

bird nuts. Then there is a 

Cricket. Also a Toad who 

thinks he would like to come 

in and join the party. And 

then there are the Dogs but 

Charlie never seems to want 

to play games 

with the others! 

Unfortunately the 

Bats don’t like 

having their pho-

tos taken! 




